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The Distinguished Service Award is presented annually to recognize one person from 
each region who goes above and beyond in the interest of gifted learners.  The recipi-
ent may be a parent, teacher, administrator, counselor, psychologist, or a community 
leader.  Each honoree receives a omplimentary one-year CAG membership and their 
poster that was displayed at the conference.  Also, every winner will be honored in 
their region.  At the CAG Conference in Anaheim, the following outstanding people 
were recognized from each region:

Bay Area Region 
KAREN LATCH 
Volunteer,  
Peninsula Advocates for 
Gifted Education (PAGE)

Pacific Region 
MARTHA FLOURNOY 
Coordinator of Gifted Programs 
Oxnard Unified School District

Capitol Region 
BARBARA BRANCH 
Retired GATE 
Coordinator 
Sacramento City 
Unified School District

Mission Region 
CHRISTINA COMACHI-
TORTI 
Site GATE Teacher 
Azusa Unified School District

Mt. Shasta Region 
BETTY LONG 
GATE Instructor 
Redding School District

Orange Region 
KAREN DAVIDSON 
Categorical Program Specialist 
Placentia-Yorba Linda 
Unified School District

Palomar Region 
CAROLYN LIGHT 
Licensed Child Psychologist 
San Diego

Redwood Region 
KATHY ALEXANDER 
MIddle School Teacher 
Rincon Valley Charter School 
Rincon Valley Unified School District

San Joaquin Region 
BONNY JEWELL 
Teacher 
Sylvan Union School District, 
Modesto

Santa Lucia Region 
CAROL GONTANG 
AP Biology Teacher 
Mtn. View High School 
Mtn. View Unified School District

Joshua Tree Region 
EILEEN GALARZE 
Principal 
Dona Merced Elementary 
Central Unified School District


